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Introduction and Contents 

The health, safety and welfare of the whole school community at Froebelian is of paramount 

importance to us.   

The School Council and Senior Leadership Team have created this document for parents to outline the 

arrangements and safety measures which will be in place if The Froebelian School is able to reopen in 

June. 

We have consulted the various government guidance documents to ensure that appropriate and 

robust protective measures will be in place for the safety of everyone attending school. 

The contents of the document are listed below and are hyperlinked to the relevant section of the 

document for ease of reference. We advise that parents read the document in its entirety to ensure 

they are fully aware of what to expect when their child returns to school.  
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Reassurance 
We acknowledge that the protective measures and operational procedures outlined in this document 

are stringent and the new routines will be very strange for the children at first. We cannot 

underestimate the emotional and social impact the last few months will have had on the children and 

they may take some time to settle back in.  

It will be important to manage the children’s expectations for coming back to school and parents will 

need to explain that things will be very different to when the children were last in school. For some, it 

could be an overwhelming experience whilst others may be able to take it in their stride.  

I am very lucky to have a dedicated team of staff whose pastoral care is exemplary. I have every 

confidence that my team will do everything they can to welcome the children, support them and make 

life at school as warm and friendly as it possibly can be under the circumstances. If we have any 

concerns, please be assured that we will contact you as soon as possible.  

When will school be open 
At this stage, we do not know for certain when schools will be permitted to have a phased return but 

the government has stated Monday 1 June as the earliest possible date. Reopening is conditional and 

will depend on the findings of the scientific data to determine the ‘R’ rate. The government has 

indicated it will be looking at the next set of data on Thursday 28 May. This is three days before schools 

would then be reopening should the government declare it to be safe to return.  

If the government decide it is not yet safe to return, we shall continue with our existing home learning 

provision. 

We will communicate with parents on Friday 29 May to allow you to make any necessary 

arrangements for the following week. 

Who can return to school 
At this stage, only children in LKG, KG, Transition and FIV may return to school. In addition, key worker 

children who have been attending school during lockdown may continue to come to school. Unless 

they are in one of the eligible year groups, key worker children should only come to school when 

they cannot be looked after by a parent at home. Their current attendance pattern can continue on 

a sessional basis but without the wraparound care facility (as advised by email last week). Mrs Lee will 

continue to contact you to book these sessions in two-week blocks. 

Children and young people who are considered extremely clinically vulnerable and shielding should 
continue to shield and are not expected to attend. 

Clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable) people are those considered to be at a 
higher risk of severe illness from coronavirus. A minority of children will fall into this category, and 
parents should follow medical advice if their child is in this category. 

Children and young people who live in a household with someone who is extremely clinically 
vulnerable and shielding should only attend if stringent social distancing can be adhered to and the 
child is able to understand and follow those instructions. 
 
Children and young people who live with someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not extremely 
clinically vulnerable) as defined in the social distancing guidance and including those who are 
pregnant, can attend. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others


Protective measures 
Over the last two weeks, we have scrutinised the guidance from government on the protective 

measures we need to implement for reopening school. A thorough risk assessment has been 

undertaken to address each of these measures and this has been ratified by the School Council and 

shared with staff.  

The specific protective measures we will have in place are outlined throughout the various sections of 

this document. It is important for parents to be aware that the protective measures are designed to 

reduce and minimise risk, but we cannot eliminate risk completely.  

The government guidance states: ‘We know unlike older children and adults; early years and primary 

age children cannot be expected to remain 2m apart from each other and staff. In deciding to bring 

more children back to early years and schools, we are taking this into account.’ Parents are advised 

that we will not be able to maintain strict 2m social distancing. However, the measures we have in 

place will promote as much social distancing as our building, the smaller groupings and the age of the 

children allow. 

Travelling to and from school 
The government is encouraging children and parents to walk or cycle where possible and avoid public 

transport at peak times. The government will shortly publish guidance on how to travel safely, which 

parents can refer to when planning their travel, particularly if public transport is required. 

The school day 
The school day will run from 8:30am until 4:00pm which is inclusive of a 30-minute period for drop off 

and collection at the beginning and end of the day. Parent will be advised separately of their time 

window for drop off and collection to help us to control the volume of parents on site. For the first 

few days of reopening, the time window for arrival and collection will be extended so that we can 

check these arrangements work in practice. 

The government has advised that schools are not required to provide wraparound care facilities. This 

is because it would involve children from across the school age group mixing with each other outside 

their bubble group which would not be safe. Therefore, we will not be running Breakfast Club or HAC. 

Class groupings, staffing and classrooms 
The government guidance requires classes to be grouped into ‘bubbles’ of no more than 15 children. 

At the moment, we are planning for a full return of the eligible classes and, as such, these bubbles 

would be a maximum of 12 children based on our class sizes. This greatly reduces the children’s 

exposure to large numbers of children when in school. Each bubble will be colour-coded. 

Each bubble will have a dedicated member of staff looking after the children who will remain with the 

group all day for the duration of this phase of return. Once parents confirm that their child will be 

returning to school, we will organise the children into their bubble groups and communicate this with 

parents. 

Each bubble of children will have a set classroom base and will only move from that base at break and 

lunch times to the Hub and their playground, or to visit the toilet.  



The class teacher will be responsible for the educational provision for their class and will oversee other 

staff assigned to their class bubbles, including maintaining home learning provision for those children 

who do not come back to school. 

Class/group Staff Classroom bases 

LKG Mrs Giles 
Mrs Mulligan 
Mr Cockshott 

LKG classroom 
Art/Science Room 

KG Miss Sibson 
Mrs Jackson 
Mrs Bell 

Kindergarten classroom 
Music Room 

Transition Mrs Miller 
Mr Rawson 

Transition classroom 
Remove classroom 

FIV Mrs Horrocks 
Mrs Pickford 

FIV classroom 
FIII classroom 

Key Workers Mrs Hanson 
Miss Morley 

FII classroom 

 

In addition to the above staffing arrangements, Mrs Dodds and Mrs Stratford will also be working in 

school across the week. Due to the nature of the bubble structure, our access to classrooms will be 

limited to avoid cross contamination between the groups of children.  

We will be supporting children and staff in the background, managing the day to day safe operation 

of the school and ensuring that the stringent protective measures are being adhered to by everyone 

in school, as well as preparing for the next phase of children returning.  

Mrs Stratford will continue with her remote teaching in FIV and FII, her work as Designated 

Safeguarding Lead and she will support the staff in managing the children’s emotional well-being and 

mental health as they make the transition back into school life. 

Arrival at school 
First of all, please make sure you and your child/ren wash their hands just before leaving for school.  

We will be maximising access points to the building to keep different groups of children socially 

distanced. Please note, there will not be any playground supervision before or after school.   

Children must be dropped off at their respective doors within the time window provided to help us 

control the number of pupils and parents on site. Please note that only one parent should drop off 

or collect their child at a time. If other children who are not eligible to return have to travel to school 

to drop off or collect siblings, they should stay in the car (if age appropriate) or remain with their 

parent at all times i.e. not running around the playground.  

Parents will not be permitted into the building unless they have to drop off any prescription medicine 

at the office and we ask that all parents observe social distancing for their own safety and for the 

safety of the staff team. 

Cloakrooms and corridor pegs will not be used. Children should keep all their belongings inside their 

classroom base. Children will be required to wash their hands immediately on arrival at their 

classroom base. 

Class/group Bubble colour Perimeter access Door access Classroom base 



LKG Red Main gate LKG classroom LKG 

LKG Blue Main gate Art/Science (red door) Art/Science  

KG Green Rear gate KG rear door KG 

KG Orange Car park gate HUB cloakroom Music Room 

Transition Purple Rear gate Transition rear door Transition 

Transition Yellow Rear gate Remove rear door Remove 

FIV Brown Main gate Main entrance FIV 

FIV Grey Main gate Main entrance FIII 

Key Worker Pink Car park gate HUB cloakroom FII 

 

Attendance and Registration 
The government strongly encourages children in the eligible year groups to attend, as requested by 

school, unless they are self-isolating or there are other reasons for absence (such as shielding due to 

health conditions). 

Registers will remain open between 8:30am-9:00am throughout the drop off period. If your child is 

unable to attend school due to illness, parents should notify school by 9:30am following the usual 

absence reporting procedures.  

If your child, or anyone in your household develops symptoms of coronavirus, you should follow the 

guidance on self-isolation: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/what-to-do-if-you-

or-someone-you-live-with-has-coronavirus-symptoms/ 

School must be informed at the earliest opportunity if a child or member of their family is 

experiencing symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19 so that we can take appropriate action. 

Structure of the day 
During the arrival and collection period, the children will have free choice activities in their classroom 

base. We will not be holding any assemblies but members of the Senior Leadership Team will visit 

each bubble during the week to talk to them about that week’s ethos theme or any special events or 

activities we have planned.  

At 9:00am, learning will commence. There will be a 20-minute break for each group mid-morning and 

a 60-minute lunch break. Morning sessions will finish 12:00pm-12:15pm for lunch. Afternoon sessions 

will commence at 1:00pm-1:15pm. Learning will conclude at 3:30pm followed by free choice activities 

until the children are collected by 4:00pm. 

We are unable to provide wraparound care or clubs and activities during this phased return. 

School layout, facilities and movement of groups 
We are a small school with small classrooms which makes social distancing challenging. Even if we had 

plenty of space, it has been acknowledged by the government that achieving stringent social 

distancing with children of primary school age is impossible.  

We would like to reassure parents that we will be taking all steps possible to minimise the contact 

between the bubbles of children in school as well as encouraging the children to be socially distant in 

the classroom and at playtimes where this is appropriate to their age group. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/what-to-do-if-you-or-someone-you-live-with-has-coronavirus-symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/what-to-do-if-you-or-someone-you-live-with-has-coronavirus-symptoms/


With the exception of LKG/KG, where EYFS learning operates through continuous provision with lots 

of movement through their classroom, children in the other age groups will be spaced out in their 

classrooms and will have a fixed seating position. Due to the size of our classrooms, we are unable to 

observe a 2 metre distance between desks but we will spread the children in each bubble out as far 

as we can. The activities in LKG/KG will be spread out within the classroom to help the children to 

operate in smaller clusters e.g. carpet area, writing table, role play area, reading corner etc. 

Staff will circulate during the learning sessions to help the children, mark their work and give feedback. 

The children will be encouraged to remain seated. All stationery will be provided. 

We will be reassigning our toilet areas (whilst maintaining gender separate facilities as per age 

requirements) and allocating each bubble their own colour-coded toilet cubicle and sink to minimise 

cross over when using the facilities. Children will be encouraged to use the facilities at their allocated 

break and lunch time to avoid unnecessary movement from their classroom base. Access to the toilets 

will be limited to two children at any one time. 

When bubbles need to move to the playground/Hub, they will avoid the corridors and use the external 

routes whenever possible to navigate the building. Children will be reminded to walk in single file at 

all times and we will try to observe social distancing when lining up.  

Break and lunch arrangements  
All breaks will be staggered to minimise the number of children accessing each playground. Each 

bubble will have a designated playground space and they will only be permitted to play with friends 

in their bubble. Each playground will be split in half with no more than 12 children in each half. 

Playtime equipment for each bubble will be provided to minimise the sharing of resources. 

Lunch will be provided but we will be operating a single week menu cycle. The LKG, FIV and Key Worker 

bubbles will eat in their respective classroom base with their dedicated staff members. KG and 

Transition bubbles will eat in the Hub on separate sittings supervised by their dedicated staff 

members. The Hub will be cleaned between these sittings. 

Where age appropriate, the children will be spaced out as much as possible.  

Educational provision 
We have been incredibly impressed with the children’s engagement and progress with their home 

learning so far and our online platforms and Zoom meetings have been very effective.  

Now that we are returning to school, we must stress that this does not indicate a return to ‘school as 

usual’. Initially, our focus will be on welcoming the children into school, setting out the new routines 

and procedures and undertaking some PSHEE activities to help them reconnect with their friends. 

Some children might not have had any contact with children their own age for ten weeks and 

resocialisation will be important. Opportunities will be provided to talk about their experiences and 

how they have been feeling during lockdown. They may have worries about coming back into school 

and they will need to talk these through in a safe and trusted environment. Only when they are feeling 

settled and happy will they be able to access learning effectively. 

Our timetable will remain suspended and the children will not receive specialist lessons as they 

normally would do in school. As the classes are split into their bubbles, and some children may not be 

able to return to school at all, class teachers will need to adapt their practice to enable them to meet 

the needs of all the children in their class in this unusual hybrid situation.  



Class teachers will be responsible for planning learning and will oversee the work of their whole class. 

However, due to the bubble structure, teaching, marking and feedback will be delivered by the other 

member of staff allocated to the class who will work under the direction of the class teacher.  

In EYFS, the children will engage with continuous provision as far as possible. However, we will not be 

able to use some shared resources which are difficult to clean e.g. sand, playdough, dressing up 

clothes, fabric equipment. We will also not be able to provide cooking or baking activities. 

We will continue to provide daily English and Maths learning each morning and this will be 

complemented by a range of activities in the afternoon across the breadth of the curriculum. Teachers 

will ensure that across the week, children will have opportunities for scientific and creative learning 

as well as tasks covering humanities, PE and IT.    

The children will complete work both in books and on their iPads where appropriate and teachers will 

circulate to mark this work and provide feedback. Where possible, we want to avoid staff collecting in 

books to mark at home to avoid any cross-contamination. Similarly, taking books home from our 

reading scheme and homework in general will be suspended as a precaution against resources and 

materials being in transit between school and homes.  

Once returned, iPads will remain in school and will be wiped down each day after use. The exception 

to this will be key-worker children who may not be in school full-time and may need to take their iPads 

home. If parents wish to continue accessing their child’s Seesaw journal, they can do this by logging 

on to Seesaw via a web browser on their laptop or PC.  

School will provide all necessary stationery for the children so pencil cases do not need to come in 

from home. 

As this is the final half-term for our FIV children, Mrs Horrocks, Mrs Stratford and Mrs Pickford are 

planning some special activities and projects for the class – further details will follow in due course. 

Will peri lessons recommence 
We will not be able to allow peri lessons to recommence in school due to the nature of multiple 

children rotating through the practice room during the day. We know that many peri staff have 

continued teaching during lockdown via video-conference and this should continue for the time being. 

Safety and hygiene procedures 
When we return to school, each member of staff will talk to the children about the various safety and 

hygiene measures in place. They will remind them regularly throughout the day about personal 

hygiene habits such as regular handwashing, using a tissue when coughing/sneezing and trying not to 

touch their face. Posters sharing this information are already displayed in corridors and toilets as a 

reminder. 

The children will have a set routine for handwashing during the day and staff will supervise this to 

ensure the children are washing their hands properly. We have secured ample supplies of soap and 

paper towels. As a minimum, the children will wash their hands: 

• On arrival at school 

• After visiting the toilet 

• Before and after break 

• Before and after lunch 

• Before going home 



• After sneezing/coughing 

Each classroom will have supplies of tissues and hand sanitiser for use during the day as required. 

Used tissues will be bagged and disposed of in nominated bins. Classroom staff will also ensure that 

any iPads, headphones or shared resources are disinfected daily. 

We can confirm that we will have Paediatric First Aid and Safeguarding trained staff in school every 

day.  

As the children may not be based in their usual classroom, we will conduct a practice fire drill in the 

first few days so that the children know what to do.  

We are very lucky that our school is always very well-maintained by our dedicated cleaning team who 

always do a thorough job. We have increased our cleaning provision to ensure that all classroom desks 

and tables will be cleaned at lunchtime as well as at the end of each day. High traffic/contact areas 

such as door handles, light switches and bannisters will be cleaned twice a day. A full clean of all areas 

of school in use will take place at the end of each day. 

What happens if a child or member of staff develops symptoms 

If a child or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they will be taken to the 
Infant Activity Room which is our designated isolation room. The child will be made as comfortable as 
possible and parents will be asked to collect them immediately. The member of staff looking after 
them will be required to wear Personal Protective Equipment but every effort will be made to reassure 
and comfort the child. Access to the Infant Activity Room is via the Main Playground and signage will 
be on the external door. 

The child or staff member will be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow 
household members should self-isolate for 14 days. All children and staff will have access to a test if 
they display symptoms of coronavirus. 

Where the child or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class/group will be sent home and 
advised to self-isolate for 14 days. The other household members of that wider class/group do not 
need to self-isolate unless the child or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops 
symptoms. 

As part of the national test and trace programme, if other cases are detected within the child’s group 
or in the wider school, Public Health England’s local Health Protection Teams will conduct a rapid 
investigation and will advise school on the most appropriate action to take. In some cases, a larger 
number of other children may be asked to self-isolate at home as a precautionary measure - perhaps 
the whole class, site or year group. 

Uniform & PE kit 
Although we would traditionally be in our Summer uniform, we are happy for children to attend school 

in whatever uniform currently fits them.  

The government advises that children should attend in fresh clothes each day and that all items of 

uniform should be washable. This means that Summer blazers should not be worn. Children can bring 

their waterproof or black fleece to wear outside.  



If parents do not have enough uniform to wear a clean set each day, items may be substituted but we 

ask that these are appropriate e.g. wearing plain black/grey tracksuit bottoms or a plain white t-shirt. 

Please do not worry unduly about uniform as we fully anticipate the need for flexibility to make it 

work for families. 

We do not want the children to wear ties or school hats; although a sun-hat may be required 

depending on the weather. Jumpers and cardigans should only be worn if the weather is cold. 

Initially, children do not need to bring their PE kit but should bring a pair of pumps or trainers to keep 

at school. As we establish our new routines, we may allocate days when PE kit can be worn instead of 

uniform to facilitate PE lessons. 

Children attending Little Acorns will not be getting changed for the afternoon. It would be helpful if a 

bag containing spare clothes is sent to be kept at school in case of accidents. 

What does my child need to bring to school each day 
Children should not bring their book bags or satchels to school. Any work, exercise books or reading 

books should remain at home for now. 

All children should bring: 

• a named water bottle 

• a healthy snack (no nuts) – NB - LKG/KG will continue to provide snacks 

• pumps or trainers – to be left at school 

• sun-hat when necessary – to be left at school 

• inhalers/epi-pens (if these were taken home during lockdown) 

If your child borrowed an iPad from school, this should be returned, along with the case and power 

cable/plug, on their first day back in school. 

Please note that if your child is celebrating their birthday, we cannot permit treats to come in from 

home for the time being. 

Collection 
Access to school for each group is as per the drop off arrangements described earlier. We shall advise 

parents of their time window for collection once the class groups have been determined.  

Parents are asked to maintain their social distance when waiting to collect their child and avoid 

congregating near classroom/exit doorways or perimeter gates. Once your child has been handed 

over, you should leave the school premises immediately. Children cannot play with their friends from 

other groups in the playground as they usually might. 

For parents collecting FIV, KG (Orange bubble) or Key Workers, we are installing video door bells on 

the Main Entrance and the Hub Cloakroom. Please press the bell and the member of staff will be able 

to see who is waiting on their iPad. Your child will be sent down to meet you. 

What will happen if my child does not return to school 
We recognise that not all children will be able to return to school. Therefore, we will continue to 

provide home learning via our current arrangements. However, as teachers will also be in school 

looking after children, the amount of online provision may reduce slightly. We will endeavour, where 

possible, to replicate the learning activities taking place in school for those who remain at home.  



Unfortunately, we will not be able to continue with our twice daily Zoom meetings in their current 

format but class teachers will try to Zoom with children at home at some points during the week to 

maintain contact. Class teachers will advise of the new Zoom times in due course. Parents should note 

that Zoom meetings will be pastorally focused and will not include any ‘live’ teaching content. 

Fees 
Due to the increased operating and staffing costs of the partial reopening of school for eligible year 

groups, fees for the months of June and July will be adjusted.  A revised fee variance of 15% will be 

applied to your Direct Debits for the next two months. Lunches will also be chargeable. 

As the incremental costs of re-opening are fixed, this adjustment to fee variation will apply to all 

families whose children are eligible to return, irrespective of whether parents choose to send their 

children into school. 

 

 


