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Dear Parents, 
 
Our ethos theme next week will be:  
 

We try to make our school community a better place. 
 
We have had a super start to our year. The children have started to settle into the class routines really 
well and have impressed me with their engagement in lessons. 
 
In English this week, the children have completed spelling workouts, practising our spelling words for 
this week. They have practised their handwriting with their new Lamy pens and completed an activity 
based on our class read, ‘How to Train Your Dragon’. 
 
In Maths, the children have been working on “Flashbacks” each morning and they have worked hard to 
improve their understanding of place value up to four digits. 
 
A reminder about the main pieces of homework: 
 

• Spelling homework – the children are expected to complete three pieces of spelling homework 
each week. They have a week to complete these activities (until the next test). This ensures that 
the children are learning their spellings regularly and helping consolidate them so that they are 
not just looked at the evening before the test. Spellings need to be learnt and reinforced 
constantly to become embedded. Their spelling homework books should be returned to school 
daily as we will use them for spelling activities in class. Once they have completed all three 
activities, the children should write their initials at the bottom of the spelling menu and hand 
their book in to be marked. A reminder that when completing any written homework, the 
children need to make sure they are applying their spellings accurately to their independent 
writing.  

• Reading homework – the children are expected to read every night. This is non-negotiable and 
should be part of their evening routine. There is always time to read. It’s also vitally important 
that you enjoy sharing books with your child too as well as demonstrating to your child that you 
enjoy reading thereby modelling a positive reading culture. As you share books together, please 
encourage discussion and check that your child understands what they are reading.  

• At the front of each book your child brings home, you will find the “Every Time We Learn” skills 
page. Please do refer to these at the beginning of each homework task so that the children can 
focus on skills such as handwriting and presentation.  

 

This week’s recommended read is one I read over the Summer break and was recommended to me by 
one of my FII pupils last year. She said, and I quote: “I couldn’t put it down.” 
‘The Night I Met Father Christmas’ is written by Ben Miller. I was dubious about reading this book as Ben 
Miller is a comedian and I am not a fan of David Walliams who also happens to be a comedian. However, 



I was not disappointed. I hope you enjoy it too. 
‘Jackson knows all about the flying reindeer, he knows about the elves and the secret North Pole 
workshop, he knows about the magic that allows Father Christmas to deliver presents around the world 
in just one night, but there's one thing he doesn't know ...  how did Father Christmas become Father 
Christmas? 
 
That all changes when, one Christmas Eve, Jackson meets Father Christmas and hears his incredible 
story.    
  
So begins an enchanting fairy-tale into a magical snowy landscape, where Torvil, a mean-spirited and 
miserly elf, is about to discover the true meaning of Christmas. This might not have been the story 
Jackson was expecting but, as Father Christmas tells him, no good story ever is... ‘ 
 

We hope you have a lovely and safe weekend. 
 
Miss Hazell, Mrs Pickford and Mrs Hanson 
 
Calendar Dates 
Monday 13 September – Extra-Curricular Clubs commence 
Friday 17 September – Jeans for Genes - £1 to wear one item of denim with school uniform 
Saturday 25 September – Open Day 

 


