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Dear Parents, 
 
Our ethos theme for next week is:  
 

We care about other people’s feelings. 
 
In English this week, we have continued to discuss more of the exciting and brilliant ‘How to Train Your 
Dragon’. As part of this, the children have been working on their instructions – How to Tame and Train a 
Dragon. We have discussed the features of instruction writing: written in the present tense, an 
introduction, imperative verbs, time conjunctions, conditional ‘if’ sentence, signpost sentence, bullet 
points, numbers, main title/heading, subtitle or subheading, precise adverbs, pictures and diagrams.  
 
The children have planned and written their instructions and will next be copying it in their neatest 
writing. Here is the new vocabulary from this week’s reading: sluggish, perilous, ignorance, sheer, 
maniac, menacing, pounding, triumphant, claustrophobic, clammy, flushing, draped, penetrate, unison. 
 
As part of our English work, we have been concentrating on identifying nouns and adjectives focusing 
particularly on noun phrases and expanded noun phrases. 

• Noun phrases – determiner and noun (the desert) 

• Expanded noun phrases – determiner, adjective and a noun (the relentless desert) 

• Phrase - a phrase is not a sentence but is a group of words that adds meaning to a sentence. 

• Clause – a clause is a group of words with a subject and a verb. A main clause makes sense on its 
own. A subordinate clause includes a subject and a verb but it must be added to the main clause 
as it doesn’t make sense on its own. 

 
In our Maths lessons, the children worked on adding multiples of 10 and 100 to four-digit numbers. For 
example: 2,346 + 10, 3,458 + 100 etc. They have also completed a Flashback each day.  
 
In Science this week, the children made guitars to investigate how sound is made and heard, which was 
great fun. 
 
A reminder that next Tuesday the children will be tested on the week 3 words in their spelling test. 
 
Here’s a reminder about handwriting so you can support your child with the presentation of their 
homework. We will be continuing to focus on handwriting – and in particular positioning of the paper 
and the handwriting grip.  These fundamentals are really important for handwriting to be as 
comfortable a process as possible, as well as helping develop more consistent handwriting. It would be 
useful to reinforce some key points when working at home and these have been outlined below: 
 

• The paper should be at an angle. The angle will vary for different people but is in the range of 30 
-45 degrees for the left-handed child and 20 - 45 degrees for the right-handed child. 

 



 
left-handed tilt               right-handed tilt 

(Red line shows central point of the writer’s body) 
 

• The free hand should hold the paper/page and move it up as the child writes – the writing hand 
shouldn’t move down as the page fills. 

• Try to have a comfortable hold. See the short video clip via the link: 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/video-the-dynamic-tripod-grasp-for-better-handwriting 

• A good tip for getting the grip right first time is to pick the pen up from the desk – a short video 
clip is shown on the same page of the link above. 

• The top of the pen/pencil for a right hander should be pointing towards the right shoulder, for a 
left-hander, towards the left elbow. 

 
Our recommended read this week is: ‘The Land of Roar’ by Jenny McLachlan. This is an excellent 
adventure story for those of you who like fantasy. I read it in July and I highly recommend it. It’s a 
brilliant story to share as part of the bedtime routine. 
 
‘When Arthur and Rose were little, they were heroes in the Land of Roar, an imaginary world that they 
found by climbing through the folding bed in their grandad’s attic. Roar was filled with things they loved 
– dragons, mermaids, ninja wizards and adventure – as well as things that scared them (including a very 
creepy scarecrow. . .) 

Now the twins are eleven, Roar is just a memory. But when they help Grandad clean out the attic, Arthur 
is horrified as Grandad is pulled into the folding bed and vanishes. Is he playing a joke? Or is Roar . . . 
real?’ 

We hope you have a fabulous weekend and to see some of you tomorrow at our Open Morning. 
 
Miss Hazell, Mrs Pickford and Mrs Hanson 
 
Calendar Dates 

September 

Sat 25  Froebelian School Open Day 
FPTA Back to School Social 

October 

Fri 1               FPTA Uniform Sale 2:30-5:00pm  
Mon 4               FPTA Uniform Sale 7:30-9:00am 
Fri 8  Wear Something Yellow for World Mental Health Day #helloyellow  
Tues 12  Flu Immunisations KG-FIV  
Thurs 14  FII Come Dine with Me 
Fri 15  School Closes for Half Term – Drama & HAC as normal 
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