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At the very core of the Froebelian ethos is our commitment to laying solid foundations for 
a lifelong love of learning, for every child to gain essential knowledge and skills and to 
develop robust personal attributes relevant to their futures.

Our curriculum is designed to encourage children to become independent learners who make connections between 
life in school, life at home and life in the wider world. By helping our children to see that learning is connected to 
life, we believe a strong foundation for future learning will be established - ‘Giving a flying start to the citizens of 
tomorrow.’

We are currently undertaking a significant review of our curriculum; the purpose of which is to adopt an 
inquiry-led approach to learning across the school.   Our aim is to provide a first class, future focused 
all-round education with committed and supportive pastoral care enabling us to develop the whole child. 

Our curriculum encourages children to: 

     develop a strong set of problem-solving strategies; 
     think critically; 
     develop knowledge and skills to apply to new situations and tasks; 
     continue to question throughout their lives; 
     develop a sense of international mindedness; and
     take action because of the learning process. 

Children will: 

     learn through inquiry; 
     build on prior knowledge; 
     be curious, be inquisitive, ask questions, explore, and interact with                
     the environment physically, socially, and intellectually; 
     be supported in their journey to become independent, 
     autonomous learners; and  
     learn through differentiated experiences that accommodate for a 
     range of abilities and learning styles in a group

There are six transdisciplinary themes that provide the framework for our learning.  These themes are 
globally significant and support the acquisition of knowledge, concepts, and skills of traditional subjects.  

     Who we are
     Where we are in place and time
     How we express ourselves
     How the world works
     How we organise ourselves
     Sharing the planet

We look forward to sharing further updates on our curriculum 
development over the coming months.
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Our Curriculum Review
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The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee
2022 marks the Platinum Jubilee, celebrating seventy years of service of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, who acceded the throne on 6 February 
1952.  Celebrations will take place throughout 2022 all over the 
Commonwealth and we will be marking the occasion in school in May.  
Keep an eye out for further details of special events and activities.

The Tiger Who Came to Transition
Children in Transition (Year 1) have been busy helping around their homes to raise money to adopt a tiger.  
As part of their ‘Paws, Claws and Whiskers’ topic in Connected Curriculum, the whole class came together to 
help fund projects to work with local communities to monitor tiger movements, reduce poaching and help 
people to realise benefits from living near wild tigers. Tiger populations have declined by around 95% since 
the beginning of the 20th century and the tiger is officially classed as endangered by the IUCN. 

ChInEsE NeW YeAr
Gong Xi Fa Cai! It's the Year of the Tiger and our children enjoyed learning all about the 15 days of celebration.
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Celebrating Uniqueness
This year we have introduced a number of new extra-curricular activities in line with 
our commitment to celebrating uniqueness.  Complementing our existing extensive 
range of opportunities we now have:
Abstract Art Club run by Mrs Dodds & Mrs 
Stratford.  Using a range of everyday 
materials, children will use their creative 
talents individually and in small groups to 
develop abstract 3D crafts. Aiming to use as 
many recycled materials as possible, 
members will learn about famous abstract 
artists such as Jackson Pollock, Wassily 
Kandinsky, Pablo Picasso and Paul Klee. This 
term, the group has been creating 3D 
sculptures considering contrasting and 
complementary colours, high, medium and 
low levels and geometric and organic shapes 
in a range of thicknesses.

Miniature Painting Club gives children the 
chance to paint miniatures, bringing tiny characters to life before their eyes. They are guided in a series of 
paint-along style sessions resulting in a completed table-top figurine to take home at the end of term. The 
process develops brush control and colour theory, as well as light behaviour and how to replicate it with 
paint. Run by Mr Swinney, for those who like knights, dragons and all things fantasy, this is the club for 
them! 

Mr Swinney also runs Snakes and Computers Club. Using the Python programming language and building 
on IT skills taught in other areas of school, children experience the endless possibilities of real-world 
coding. Through a series of fun and engaging mini-projects they learn the fundamentals of reading, 
writing and running one of the most popular industry programming languages as used by Google, Netflix 
and other digital giants. This introduction is a perfect primer for those showing an interest in computers 
and technology as they look toward high school.

New Faces at Froebelian
Mrs Townend
It has been a pleasure to welcome Mrs Townend, our new Kindergarten teacher this 
year.   Mrs Townend has been a Primary School teacher for 9 years including working 
in both Abu Dhabi and Dubai, which allowed her to complete her challenge to herself 
of visiting 30 countries before she turned 30!  

Mrs Simcock
Mrs Simcock is an invaluable addition to the office team.  Her 
role as School Administrator and Assistant sees her pivoting to 
numerous challenges throughout the school day.  It comes as no surprise that Mrs 
Simcock has a wealth of experience in administration and customer care having 
been a Visitor Experience Senior Supervisor at Warner Bros ‘Harry Potter World’.

Welcome to the team!

To book a place on any of these clubs or to find out more, contact the school 
office: office@froebelian.co.uk 
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School Captains
Applicants for our School Captaincy roles have once again 
been through a recruitment process for their roles of 
responsibility.  The Form IV positions allow the children an 
opportunity to ‘serve’ their school and demonstrate their 
citizenship in our school community.  Once again, the 
children wrote strong letters of application and those who 
expressed an interest in becoming School Captain were 
long-listed and then short listed via a staff vote for 
interview. This exposure to an application and interview 
process is an excellent training ground for the children and 
their futures; well done to all of Form IV for their mature 
and thoughtful approach to the ‘recruitment’ drive.

We marked national Internet Safety Day once again this year which is 
spear-headed by the UK Safer Internet Centre, reminding everyone to 
#PlayYourPart and be respectful to each other online. Learning how to act 
safely when using the internet is an incredibly important part of 
safeguarding our children.  We are therefore delighted to announce that 
The Froebelian School has shown its commitment to protecting our pupils 
online by working with National Online Safety to provide resources for all 
parents. We aim to provide training for all children, staff and parents and 
we are working towards being a National Online Safety accredited school.

Internet Safety Day

Form IV’s ‘Flying Start’
We are delighted to share with you that all of our Form IV (Year 6) children who sat exams for 
independent senior schools have now received their offers of places. Once again, every child has 
received an offer for their first choice of school with many receiving multiple offers of places. The 
children also have an impressive clutch of scholarships, with six being awarded in total, including two 
Headmaster’s Awards and two Academic Scholarships from Woodhouse Grove School, a Drama 
Scholarship at Ashville and one of the Chartered Scholarships at Bradford Grammar School – a truly 
remarkable achievement! 

We are very proud indeed of the children and they are to be congratulated on their perseverance and 
determination to succeed alongside the combined sterling efforts of staff and parents in encouraging 
and supporting the children through this process. A huge well done to everyone involved.

The resources provided by National Online Safety 
include parent courses, online video resources and 
weekly guides covering a huge range of topics.



A Window into  our Classrooms
Lower 
Kindergarten
Lower Kindergarten has been 
creating their own stories in the 
style of The Queen’s Hat.

Remove
Remove have been investigating 
Horsforth as Street Detectives.

Kindergarten
Kindergarten has been inviting 
pupils from Lower Kindergarten to 
visit their Garden Centre learning 
about Spring time.
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Transition
Transition class have been 
Superheroes to launch their next 
Connected Curriculum topic.



A Window into  our Classrooms

Form II
Form II – The children have been writing 
book reviews.

Form III
Form III have been practicing their 
shading techniques.

Form IV
Form IV have been 
studying Beverley 
Naoidoo’s ‘Journey to 
Jo’burg.’

Form I
Form I have been creating delicious 
chocolate bars!
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World Book Day
We celebrated World Book Day on 3 March and the children from all year 
groups dressed up as their favourite book character or a ‘wow word’ - 
which were celebrated with a parade during assembly.  Children were 
also invited to bring in pre-loved books for a book swap.

We have a strong reading culture at Froebelian and children are 
encouraged to read daily, both in school and at home. Evidence suggests 
that children who read for enjoyment every day not only perform better in 
reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, 
increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures.

The Froebelian Parents’ Association
We have always been incredibly lucky to have an active 
Parents’ Association (FPTA) at Froebelian. 
Once you join the school you automatically become part of the 
Froebelian Family and an honorary FPTA member. It’s a great way 
for families to connect with each other and our events are always 
well-supported. All funds raised by the FPTA are used to make sure 
the children at Froebelian may have the best possible experiences 
at school. By way of example, this summer, the FPTA funded the 
amazing new climbing structure in the Pre-Prep playground and 
the children absolutely love it.

To join the team of willing volunteer, helpers and members 
whether as a committee member or as a volunteer for events, 
please contact the FPTA directly at froebelianpta@hotmail.com

Bedtime Stories
It was a cosy end to the school day when the FPTA organised ‘Bedtime Stories’ for our youngest children.  The 
children changed into their favourite PJs and enjoyed stories with a hot dog and a delicious hot chocolate.  Thank 
you to everyone who attended and supported the FPTA.

Bag2School
Thank you to everyone who brought in bags of clothing for Bag2School. We had around 15 
bags donated which were weighed and generated £44 for FPTA funds as well as being 
environmentally friendly.
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Drama News

We’d love to show 
you around our 
school
We are always delighted to welcome 
anyone interested in meeting pupils and 
staff and experiencing what life is like at 
Froebelian. 

To arrange a personal tour with our 
Headteacher contact us on 
0113 2583047 or email the 
Headteacher's PA, Mrs Borkala at 
h.borkala@froebelian.co.uk 

School Council News
At the recent School Council Annual General Meeting, Mrs James stepped down as Chair of Governors after four 
years of excellent service. We would like to thank Mrs James for all her time, commitment and advice during her 
tenure as Chair and we are delighted that she will remain on Council. Mr Simon Bickerton was appointed as the 
new Chair of Governors. Mr Bickerton is an ex-Froebelian parent who has been a governor on School Council 
for the last year.

From Mrs Taylor – Parker   
Diary date: Drama Exams Tuesday 29 March 2022
“Every pupil in Form I will be taking their Speech and Drama examinations at the end of this term 
as a solo performer or part of a group.  Form IV Drama Club has now reached the dizzy heights of 
Grade 4 Acting!! It’s an amazing achievement and they will also be examined on this day.  The 
hard work and commitment shown by each and every pupil has me in no doubt that there will be 
excellent results all round.  Form II will be taking examinations in Acting , Mime and Reading at 
the end of the Summer Term.”
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Sporting Update
It has been a delight to be somewhat back to normal with sporting fixtures and events.  The 
children at Froebelian have thrown themselves into every activity with enthusiasm and we have 
seen some incredible sporting achievements and attitudes. Mr Heseltine is keen to ensure that 
all Junior children have an opportunity to represent school at some point in the school year.

A Friendly Netball Win
One of our Form III (Year 5) pupils reported on a recent friendly netball match at Moorlands.  She said:

“The netball match was fun and 
exciting.  Moorlands was a 
challenging school to play against, 
but it was fun. Everyone got to try 
different positions and the score 
kept changing.  Moorlands showed 
great sportsmanship and were a 
worthy opposition.  Everybody 
played really well for the first 
netball match of the year.”

And with a 12-6 victory for 
Froebelian, we’re so proud of each and every team member.

Leeds Cross Country Finals
A selection of pupils ran in the Leeds Cross Country 
Finals on a very hilly and muddy course at Temple 
Newsam with one of our Form II pupils placed 4th 
in the Year 4 Girls’ race. All pupils showed great 
enthusiasm and good sportsmanship throughout 
the event. 

Well done to everyone who represented 
the school.
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Sporting Festivals
The whole of Form III and Form IV had the opportunity to represent Froebelian in one of 
two sports festivals hosted by Richmond House School and Bradford Grammar School. 

The Froebelian football teams travelled to Richmond House School where they played friendly matches 
against teams from Westville House, Highfield Prep and the host school. The Froebelian netball teams 
travelled to Bradford Grammar School where they played a series of matches against teams from Bronte 
House, Ghyll Royd, Richmond House and Bradford Grammar. 

The focus of these festivals was on development rather than outcome and it was fantastic to have so many 
pupils representing the School in sports fixtures on the same day. They also provided our teams with some 
much-needed preparation for tournaments taking place later this term. Well done to everyone for their 
participation and enthusiasm.

Martial Arts Student of the Year
One of our Form I (Year 3) pupils has been 
awarded ‘Student of the Year’ and his purple 
belt at the Premier Martial Arts graduation.  
Having worked with focus and 
determination all year, he won the award 
out of all the children in his age group at 
West Leeds, for being a role model to all 
other students.  

Congratulations!

10th in West Yorkshire
This term saw the final LSAA Cross Country race of the 
season at Middleton Park. It has been great to see so 
many different pupils representing the School in these 
events over the course of the season with 28 different 
runners across our junior classes.

One of our Form II pupils represented Leeds district in the 
West Yorkshire School Games Cross Country Finals at 
Temple Newsam. She had qualified due to her 4th place 
finish in the U9 Girls’ race at the Leeds Cross Country 
Finals last month. Competing against the best runners 
from Leeds, Bradford, Wakefield, Kirklees and Calderdale 
she achieved a 10th place finish. 

A fantastic achievement!
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Some of our latest fantastic artworks...

The Froebelian
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A selection of artworks from Froebelian pupils. 


