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Dear Parents, 
 
Our ethos theme next week will be: 

We think about everyone’s right to learn. 
 
In English this week, the children have completed a spelling workout practising adverbs words. They were also 
introduced to fronted adverbials. With regards to the class read, the children are exposed to so much great 
vocabulary throughout this book like: preposterously, ominous, stealthily, novice, bleak, cacophony to name a 
few. Please do try to use these in your conversations with the children so that the fabulous new words become 
embedded and secure.  
 
In Maths, the children have been working on “Flashbacks” each morning and they have also continued to improve 
their understanding of place value through various reasoning activities. Now that most of Form II know all their 
tables to 12 x 12, I will be giving the children reasoning questions for their timetables tests each week. There are a 
variety of worded questions to test the application of their tables and are more challenging for the children. As 
the weeks go by, I will reduce the time allowed for each test to improve their speed and accuracy as well as to 
increase the challenge. 
 
In Science, the children learnt that all things are made of matter and that there are three states of matter. They 
learnt how the particles in matter are arranged and how they behave.  
 
A reminder about homework: 

• Before beginning their homework, the children should write the date and title then underline both. This is 
good practice. 

• Spelling homework – the children are expected to complete spelling homework each week. This ensures 
that the children are learning their spellings regularly and helping consolidate them so that they are not 
just looked at the evening before the test. With regards to their spelling writing, they need only include at 
the most five spelling words. The choice of which words to use is theirs. When completing any written 
homework, the children need to make sure they are applying their spellings accurately to their 
independent writing.  

• Reading homework – the children are expected to read every night. This is non-negotiable and should be 
part of their evening routine. It’s also vitally important that you enjoy sharing books with your child too! I 
would recommend at least twice a week. Individual reading and reading out loud are two different skills. 
As you read together, please use VIPERS to encourage discussion and check that your child understands 
what they are reading. 

• At the front of each homework book, the children have now stuck in an “Every Time We Learn” skills 
page. Please do refer to these at the beginning of each homework task so that the children can focus on 
skills such as handwriting and presentation.  

• I am looking for quality rather than quantity. A well-written short paragraph of writing is sufficient if it has 
been written with a great deal of thought and due attention. 
 

Here’s a reminder about handwriting. 
We will be continuing to focus on handwriting – and in particular positioning of the paper and the handwriting 
grip.  These fundamentals are really important for handwriting to be as comfortable a process as possible, as well 
as helping develop more consistent handwriting. It would be useful to reinforce some key points when working at 
home and these have been outlined below: 
 



• The paper should be at an angle. The angle will vary for different people but is in the range of 30 -45 
degrees for the left-handed child and 20 - 45 degrees for the right-handed child. 

 

 
left-handed tilt               right-handed tilt 

(Red line shows central point of the writer’s body) 
 

• The free hand should hold the paper/page and move it up as the child writes – the writing hand shouldn’t 
move down as the page fills. 

• Try to have a comfortable hold. See the short video clip via the link: 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/video-the-dynamic-tripod-grasp-for-better-handwriting 

• A good tip for getting the grip right first time is to pick the pen up from the desk – a short video clip is 
shown on the same page of the link above. 

• The top of the pen/pencil for a right hander should be pointing towards the right shoulder, for a left-
hander, towards the left elbow. 
 
 

This week’s recommended read is one I haven’t read but has been described as funny and written in the same 
style as Jeff Kinney’s “The Diary of a Wimpy Kid” series of books which I know quite a few of Form II have enjoyed 
reading. This week’s book title is: “Cookie and the Most Annoying Boy in the World” by Konnie Huq. 
 
“Cookie's life is basically over.  
 
Her best friend in the whole world is moving to Solihull. Where even is that?! Cookie begs her parents for a pet to 
fill the void but they have given her an absolute NO. It would be way too expensive and way way too messy.  
 
But Cookie has never been a fan of the word 'no' so she visits the pet shop anyway and sets her heart on the 
sweetest cutest kitteniest kitten ever: Bluey. But then . . . DISASTER! The most ANNOYING boy she's ever met in 
her entire nine years goes into the pet shop, buys Bluey and renames her Nigel! And then he joins her year at 
school! And if that wasn't bad enough, he moves in next door to her. AAAAGGGGHHHHH!  
 
But it's not all bad . . . Cookie gets the chance to go on her favourite TV show, Brainbusters. It's only a chance 
though - she'll have to win the school science competition first. It shouldn't be too hard . . . all she has to do is 
keep her head down, and not get too over-excited. Unfortunately that's not Cookie's strong point . .“ 
 
We hope you enjoy the long weekend. 
 
Miss Hazell, Mrs Hanson and Mrs Handley 
 
Calendar Dates 
September  

 
 

Wed 21 Jeans for Genes Day 

Sat 24 Froebelian School Open Day 
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