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Dear Parents, 
Our ethos theme this week is:  

We choose to follow the learning charter. 
 

As usual we will be sending home our charity envelopes to be decorated for our Harvest Festival. The 
proceeds of which will be donated to Shelter, our school charity. We would also like to ask for donations 
of non-perishable goods particularly tins, packets and dried goods for Horsforth Live at Home scheme.  
Please can we request Harvest envelopes are brought back on Monday 10 October. Thank you for your 
continued support for these two worthy charities. 
 
In Maths this week, the children have been working on problem solving, fluency and reasoning 
questions involving 4-digit numbers. Our weekly mental/tables tests are proving a challenge as the 
questions are testing the children’s understanding of their tables, number and mathematical concepts 
rather than just recall. This week I have given the children a slightly easier test to build confidence and 
skills. We have been through the questions together and found that the children need to work on: 
reading the question carefully; breaking the questions down into chunks then answering each part; 
inverse operations and fractions of amounts. Over the weekend please spend some time together going 
over the questions as part of their weekend homework. 
 
In English, we have been looking at descriptions. Using the examples in ‘How To Train Your Dragon’, the 
children have designed their own ‘trump card’ for a new dragon. The children continue to improve their 
understanding of noun phrases. 
 
In Science, the children have drawn diagrams of the three states of matter and written an explanation 
for each. 
In History, the children have looked at the three periods of the Stone Age. 
In Geography, the children have continued to improve their understanding on the Water Cycle. 
In RE, the children have learnt about the Israelites in Egypt. 
 
After the children have begun to settle into life in Form II, we have been discussing what they need to 
work on as a whole class since stepping up has been a huge adjustment. As a result, their first whole 
class target for the next several weeks is listening carefully to instructions and following them 
immediately. The children are reminded regularly in assemblies, their ears need to be working twice as 
hard as their mouths. Their second whole class target is to remember to bring into school everything 
they need to navigate each day successfully. They need to be using their timetable as well as other 
strategies to support them with packing their bags each evening with all the equipment they will need 
for the next day. 
 



I am incredibly impressed with the amount of reading some Form IIs have been doing. Reading a few 
chapters each night will certainly improve every aspect of their learning at school. The children should 
be proud of themselves for exercising their brains, I certainly am. 
 
This week’s recommended read is a favourite of mine and if it is too challenging for independent 
reading then it’s a great book to share at bedtime: “The Winged Horse Race” by Kallie George. “The 
Winged Horse Race” is an adventure with an ancient setting and a modern heroine. 
 
“Pippa is a foundling working in a stable in ancient Greece, until one day she catches a glimpse of an 
enormous silver wing in the clouds. When she wakes the next morning on Mount Olympus, Pippa 
discovers that she has been selected as one of the riders in Zeus's Winged Horse Race. The winner's 
prize is immortality. 

Pippa falls instantly in love with her easily-distracted young horse, Zeph, and they quickly become a 
fantastic team, exploring the mountain and meeting the interesting characters who live on Olympus. 
But as race day approaches, it's difficult for Pippa to know who her real friends are and it's a tough job 
to outsmart the Gods and their games.” 
 
Have a super weekend! 
 
Miss Hazell, Mrs Handley and Mrs Hanson 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

October 

Mon 10 Wear Something Yellow for World Mental Health Day #helloyellow  

FPTA Uniform Sale 7:30-9:00am 

Tues 11 LKG- FII Parent Consultations (Pastoral) 5:30pm – 8:00pm – on Zoom 

Weds 12 FI Class Assembly 

FIII Parent Consultations (Pastoral) 5:30pm – 8:00pm – on Zoom 

Thurs 13  Harvest Festival  

FIII Come Dine with Me 

Fri 14 School Closes for Half Term – Drama & HAC as normal 

 

 
 


